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National Fallen Firefighters Foundation

ABOUT THE NATIONAL FALLEN
FIREFIGHTERS FOUNDATION

The U. S. Congress created the non-profit National
Fallen Firefighters Foundation in 1992 with the mission
to honor fallen firefighters and to assist their survivors
in the rebuilding of their lives. The Foundation has de-
veloped many programs to fulfill this mandate.

The Foundation is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization,
located in Emmitsburg, Maryland, and registered as a
corporation in the State of Maryland. Donations from
individuals, organizations, corporations, and founda-
tions fund many of the Foundation’s programs. A grant
from the Department of Justice’s Bureau of Justice As-
sistance and a September 11 recovery grant from the
American Red Cross Liberty Disaster Relief Fund sup-
port programs for survivors and coworkers of firefight-
ers killed in the line of duty.

Immediately after a firefighter dies in the line of duty,
the Foundation provides survivors with a place to turn.
Families and chiefs receive emotional support through
peer support networks. Spouses and children of fallen
firefighters are eligible for scholarship assistance for
education and job training.

The Taking Care of Our Own® training program is
offered nationwide to senior fire officers, chaplains and
Honor Guard commanders to provide guidance on how
to prepare for line-of-duty deaths and establish pre-in-
cident programs and procedures. An extensive Web site
provides information on state and Federal benefits and
resources, as well as immediate access to critical infor-
mation on what to do after a line-of-duty death.

At the beginning of National Fire Prevention Week in
October, the Foundation sponsors the official national
tribute to career and volunteer firefighters who died in
the line of duty during the previous year. Thousands
attend the weekend activities held at the National Fire
Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland. The Weekend
features special programs for survivors and coworkers

along with moving public ceremonies. The Foundation
partners with the U.S. Fire Administration to sponsor
many of the National Memorial Weekend activities.

Since 1996, the Foundation has assisted immediate
survivors of fallen fire heroes with their lodging and
meals during the Weekend. This allows family mem-
bers to participate in weekend activities, including ses-
sions led by experienced grief counselors and the pub-
lic tributes. Since 2002, the Foundation has provided
transportation for immediate family members also.

In 2004 the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation
hosted the first ever Firefighter Life Safety Summit to
examine the increasing numbers of firefighter line-of-
duty deaths that are occurring in America each year. As
a result of that summit, 16 firefighter life safety initia-
tives were identified as a part of the NFFF’s National
program to prevent firefighter deaths. The program en-
titled “Everyone Goes Home” is being implemented
throughout the country as a part of the core mission of
the Foundation in cooperation with the United States
Fire Administration to affect a 25% reduction in fire-
fighter deaths over the next 5 years and a 50 reduction
in ten. This program is one of the most critical learning
experiences any fire service member can participate in.

In 2006, the Foundation sponsored the first ever an-
nual Fire Service Survivors Conference in Washington,
DC. The conference was attended by 35 survivors of
fallen firefighters from across the country. Workshops
on grief, financial management, stress management,
and the Fire Service Support Network were offered to
the attendees.

A Board of Directors and an Advisory Committee
guide the Foundation’s activities. Members represent
the private sector, fire and emergency services, fire ser-
vice survivors, and government. All have demonstrated
a strong commitment to fire safety.
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FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAM

» Sponsored the first annual Fire Service Survivors
Conference in Washington, DC

» Sent Foundation newsletters sent to 6,000 survivors and
fire service members

* Prepared and sent four issues of The Journey featuring
stories by survivors — each issue went to 2,600
Survivors

e Provided a Survivors Benefits Assistance Handbook
and resource kit

» Fulfilled 50 requests from survivors in 29 states for a
total of 775 grief brochures

» Expanded Fire Service Survivors Network
» 227 members in 39 states

* Members made 104 direct family contacts; 65
members sent 1,568 Remembrance cards

» Survivors participated in Conferences as part of
Foundation’s Speakers Bureau

WORLD TRADE CENTER FIRE
SERVICE SURVIVORS SUPPORT

» Sponsored The Link newsletter sent to 960 households
of FDNY survivors

* Coordinated financial management counseling for
survivors

* Provided financial management program for young
people, Investing Pays Off

» Sponsored Kids Connections events for 389 children of
FDNY firefighters who died on 9/11

» Sponsored Big Brothers/Big Sisters mentoring program
for the children of FDNY firefighters who died on 9/11

SCHOLARSHIPS

» Awarded scholarships for 84 spouses, children, and
stepchildren from 28 states

e Partnered with Motorola Foundation, NASFM,
MasterGuard, & ICMA to provide $219,680 in
scholarships

* EstablishedaNFFF Scholarship AlumniAssociation
for survivors who have received scholarships and
completed their education

Scholarship Recipients, Helen King, wife of fallen
firefighter Larry King, Sr. (TN-1998) and Jessica
Seaburg, daughter of Kevin Seaburg (NY-1997) at
the annual Fire Service Survivors Conference.

FIRE SERVICE SURVIVORS
CONFERENCE

* The First Annual Fire Service Survivors Conference
was held in Washington, DC. Survivors attended
workshops on: the Foundation’s Speakers Bureau,
Parenting the Grieving Child, Parents Connection,
the Fire Service Survivors Network, Financial
Management, and Stress Management. It was
an opportunity for survivors to make and renew
friendships that had been made while volunteering
at Memorial Weekends.
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FIRE SERVICE PROGRAMS
LINE-OF-DUTY DEATH PREVENTION PROGRAM

* Implemented 16 Firefighter Life Safety Initiatives Conference, Firehouse Expo, Harrisburg Fire
program to reduce firefighter line-of-duty deaths Expo, Firemen’s Association State of New York,

* Held two mini-summits on “Emergency Vehicles and Fire Rescue International.

and Roadway Safety” and “Firefighter Health, < Continued Everyone Goes Home program to promote

Wellness and Fitness” fire service awareness:

* Identified over 40 state advocates as grass * Developed and mailed Firefighter Life Safety
roots effort to get the message out across the Resource Kit to 30,000 fire departments
country. nationwide. After the initial mailing, received

and fulfilled 1,930 requests from municipal,
industrial, and military fire departments, training

o ) agencies, and public libraries for the Firefighter
* Developed and produced training video related Life Safety Resource Kit.

to Health, Wellness, and Fitness which will be
distributed to U.S. fire departments and fire
stations. » Sent monthly e-bulletins to more than 29,000

* Developed program team to prepare “White
Papers” on each of the 16 Initiatives.

» Updated www.everyonegoeshome.com

* Established Seal of Excellence Awards program * Developed posters
- tiered award program which recognizes level
of support by individuals, organizations, and
fire departments.

» The Courage to Be Safe program has been successfully
developed and introduced in New York, Pennsylvania,
Maryland, North Dakota, California, Oregon, and

* Presented Seal of Excellence Awards at major ~ Michigan.
trade shows — Fire Department Instructors

FIRE SERVICE SUPPORT

* Delivered 16 Taking Care of Our Own trainings in 13 states, which provides guidance for fire departments in
dealing with a line of duty death.

* 470 fire service officers attended

« Fulfilled over 200 requests for Resource Guides & LODD SOP’s for fire departments in 29 states

* Developed a merged Taking Care of Our Own with the Courage to Be Safe firefighter safety program.
* Program has been presented in Kentucky and Texas.

* E-mailed bulletins providing training updates and information

* Developed and trained Local Assistance State Teams in 10 states to assist fire departments and survivors after
a line-of-duty death

» Expanded Chief-to-Chief Network to provide professional and personal support

2006 Annual Report




National Fallen Firefighters Foundation

PUBLIC AWARENESS

* Developed anew design and navigational structure
to improve usability of the www.firehero.org
website for our audience.

* The names listed in the online Roll of Honor
Database were verified.
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* Profiles and Memory Wall Messages were
archived for each firefighter, and original
photos were re-formatted for use on the new
website.

* Transferred the 16 existing domain names that the
Foundation owns to a new manager account set
up and managed by the Foundation.

* Renewed SSL Certificate with Verisign
which provides a secure server to process
online store transactions.

» EveryoneGoesHome.com was redeveloped and
moved to a new host provider. Existing content
was re-organized and a new navigational structure
was developed to enhance usability of the site.

» Additional features were added including newsletter sign-up feature (housed oft-site on the original site),
online certificate program for the Courage to be Safe and Train-the-Trainer program, an interactive map
for State Advocate contact information, and Monthly Safety Message (on the Homepage).

* Through the website, an additional 1,223 users have opted-in to receive the online monthly newsletter.
* Developed NYCFireFamilyConnections.com (FDNY Counseling Services Unit Website)

» The website will be a resource for FDNY families that have experienced a firefighter line-of-duty death.
They will be able to find information about CSU, their programs and services, information on upcoming
events, chat on a secure message board with other FDNY survivors, and read archives of The LINK
Newsletter.

« Staffed Foundation booths at 10 major fire service conferences
* Delivered presentations at major fire service conferences

* Survivors represented the Foundation at Memorial Services in three states
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The Sea of Blue was a wonderful idea. It
made us so proud that our husband and
father was part of something he loved so
much—>being a fireman.

| / NATIONALFALLEN
Itwas truly an honor to attend and have our F I R E F I G H T E R S

firefighter recognizedin such a meaningful

way. You covered everything, and we have ﬁ E M O R I A L
some beautiful memories to cherish. God

bless you, and thank you again from the

bottom of our broken hearts.

-
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2006 NATIONAL FALLEN FIREFIGHTERS
MEMORIAL WEEKEND (CONTINUED)

Each October, a grateful nation honors its fallen fire
heroes during the National Fallen Firefighters Memori-
al Weekend. Rich in fire service tradition, the weekend
celebrates the lives of these brave men and women and
their dedication to their communities.

The Memorial Weekend provided both private and
public events held on the campus of the National Fire
Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland. Through private
donations, the Foundation provided lodging and meals
for immediate survivors and assisted with travel ex-
penses. A total of 159 fire service personnel from 35
states and the District of Columbia volunteered to serve

lies. s o B .; z

as family escorts and assisted with __week_el.lq acti_t\izi‘Fi_es. 10 0f tha it csil
Hundreds of Honor G lpmmpatf: lﬁduty de “th 1
show of respect to thei en comrades and their fami- Califo L

w

More than 6,500 people attended the 2006 Memorial
Service that honored the 100 firefighters who died in
the line of duty in 2005, and 7 firefighters who died in
previous years.

The 100 firefighters who died in 2005 included:
. 60 volunteer firefighters

. 36 career firefighters

. 4 contract firefighters

The fallen firefighters ranged in age from 18 to 76.
Wildland fires, controlled burns, and aircraft training/
certification for wildla yrotection accounted for
ffered the most line-of- .
egond With 9 fatalities. *

There are no words or ways for me or my family §
to relay the emotions we felt during the Memorial
Weekend. We were touched, proud, reverent, and

grateful in ways I cannot explain.
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2006 NATIONAL FALLEN FIREFIGHTERS
MEMORIAL WEEKEN D (CONTINUED)

A special Congressional Reception for Returning Sur-

vivors was held on Thursday evening to honor those
survivors who returned to assist with the Memorial
Weekend activities. A member of the Foundation’s
Board of Directors who lost his firefighter father deliv-
ered the Keynote address during the Reception.

On Friday, October 6, 2006, firefighters from the
Washington, D.C. and Baltimore, Maryland, areas met
families arriving at airports and train stations and trans-
ported them to hotels in Frederick. Returning survivors
greeted first-time families, helped them register for the
Weekend, and answered questions about what to ex-
pect. As fire service clowns entertained children of all
ages, families wrote tributes on a large Remembering
banner and received Weekend keepsakes. The younger
children decorated luminary bags for use in the Candle-
light Service, and older children created memory boxes.
Families of firefighters honored in previous years also
wrote tributes on a Remembering banner for returning
SUrvivors.

On Saturday morning, the families were transported to
the National Fire Academy campus where they viewed
the arrival of more than 300 fire service motorcycle rid-
ers who participated in the annual Red Helmets ride.
The ride culminated in a ceremony and wreath-laying
in honor of the fallen firefighters and their families at
the National Fallen Firefighters Memorial.

That afternoon, survivors met in 25 small group ses-
sions facilitated by experienced grief counselors. The
sessions, with survivors grouped according to their re-
lationship to the firefighter, enabled them to spend time
in a safe and healing environment. The survivors were
grouped by spouses, fathers, mothers, adult siblings,
teenagers, children by age ranges, and extended family.
Special sessions were held for chiefs and coworkers
from departments of fallen firefighters.
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During the afternoon, many families toured the his-
toric campus and visited the Walk of Honor. Returning
survivors helped families locate the bricks placed in the
Walk of Honor for their firefighters and make etchings
of the inscriptions on the bricks.

A Chapel Vigil on Saturday afternoon gave families an
opportunity to light a candle and place a rose in a Mal-
tese Cross vase in honor of their firefighters.

In the evening, family members and their fire service
escorts gathered for the Family Dinner. Families and
friends then attended a Candlelight Service held in the
Basilica of the Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton. The
beautiful service featured musical and video tributes.
Families lit candles which were placed in the luminary
bags that had been decorated by the children.

The Weekend culminated with Sunday’s National Fall-
en Firefighters Memorial Service. As each firefighter’s
name was read, family members came forward to ac-
cept an American flag flown over the U.S. Capitol and
the National Fallen Firefighters Monument and a spe-
cial commemorative badge. The ceremony concluded
at the National Fallen Firefighters Memorial with the
unveiling of a plaque listing the names of the honored
fallen firefighters. Plaques now bear the names of 3,050
firefighters who have died in the line of duty since
1981.

The Honorable Paul Sarbanes delivered the keynote
address. He recognized the dedication and commitment
of the Nation’s fire service during the 25th Annual Me-
morial Service.

Families and firefighters returned home with the
knowledge that a grateful nation will always remember
the contributions their loved ones made for the safety
and welfare of their communities.
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In 1990, Congress designated the National Fallen
Firefighters Memorial as the Nation’s official mon-
ument to all firefighters who die in the line of duty.
Plaques around the monument bear the names of
firefighters who have died in the line of duty since
1981, the year the monument was built. The monu-
ment grounds are also the site of the annual Na-
tional Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service.

The Foundation completed work to expand the
official national monument site in Emmitsburg,
Maryland. A stone wall was erected encircling the
National Fallen Firefighters Memorial, and an iron
Maltese Cross railing was placed on the historic
stone wall that encloses two sides of the Park site.
Space for the plaques with the firefighters names
had run out, and the new stone wall now provides
space for future plaques. Future plans include an
addition to the park which will honor firefighters
who died prior to 1981, when the Memorial was
established. When completed, this will be the first
permanent National Park honoring all firefighters.
The Park includes the newly renovated National
Fallen Firefighters Memorial Chapel and the offi-
cial National Monument.

NATIONAL MEMORIAL PARK

* Completed multi-year restoration of National Fallen
Firefighters Memorial Chapel

 Sanctuary was refurbished with fresh paint
and new carpeting

* Ceiling frescoes were restored, and stained
glass windows were repaired.

* Office space for the Foundation staff was
renovated

» Added bricks to the Walk of Honor, for a total of
5,925 inscribed bricks
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Motorola

State Farm Insurance

Fireman’s Fund Insurance

Home Interiors and Gifts

ICMA Retirement Corporation

Fire Protection Publications-Oklahoma State University
Arthur J. Glatfelter (CEO of Glatfelter Insurance Group)
Hugh Lauter Levin Associates, Inc., Connecticut
International Association of Fire Chiefs

Kidde Safety

Responder Magazine

AndersonManning Media Group

Avanti Granite and Marble, Inc.

Fire Engineering Magazine

Glatfelter Insurance Group

Merrill Lynch

National Fire Protection Association

Nextel

Safety Components International, Inc.

Tyco International, Inc.

American LaFrance

Chesapeake Bay Chapter of the American Fire Sprinkler Association
Community Fire Company No. 1 of Seisholtzville, PA
Cygnus-Firehouse.com, Magazine and Expo
Diageo

DuPont

Emergency Services Consulting inc.

Fire Chief Magazine

Fire/Rescue Magazine

The Greenwich Workshop, CT

International Code Council

Junior Fire Company #2, Maryland

William M. Leahy

Lion Apparel, Inc.

Turner A. Luttrell, Jr.

Marshall County Fire Fighters, West Virginia
Maryland Fire and Rescue Institute

Maryland Fire Dispatch

Merck & Co., Inc.

Mine Safety Appliances

National Fire Sprinkler Association, Inc.

New Jersey State Firemen’s Association

One in Spirit, OR

Outback Steakhouse

Steel Family Charitable Foundation

Streamlight, Inc.

Total Fire Group

Town of Georgetown Volunteer Fire Department, CO
Vegas Fire Games

American Fire Sprinkler Association

Brighton Area Fire Authority, Michigan

BSEF - Bromine Science and Environmental Forum
Burton Volunteer Fire Department, Ohio
Congressional Fire Services Institute

Delaware Volunteer Firemen’s Association

Fire Apparatus Manufacturers’ Association
Holmatro Rescue Equipment, Inc., Maryland
Inter-County Volunteer Fire Department, North Carolina
Maryland Fire Chiefs Association

Maryland State Firemen’s Association

Metropolitan Fire Chiefs Section-IAFC/NFPA
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments
Mitchell International Inc., California

Morgan County Emergency Services, Georgia
Proline Management, LLC, Colorado

Provident Agency

Reed Elsevier, London

Spartan Motors Chassis, Inc.

The William G. Walters Foundation Trust,
Wisconsin Society of Fire Service Instructors

The 200 Club of Atlantic and Cape May Counties, NJ
911 Sticker Fund

Avalanche Publishing, California

Blue Ball National Bank

City of Newport Fire Department, Kentucky

Conectiv Power Delivery, Delaware

Corgi Classics, lllinois

Corpo Nazionale Vigili Del Fuoco, Italy

Deccan International

Earth Tech

East Coast Fire Protection

EDI Inc., Marriott Corporate Fire Protection
Elkhart Brass Manufacturing Company, Indiana
Farmington Hills Fire Department Station 1, Michigan
Ferrara Fire Apparatus

Firefighters Charitable Foundation, Inc., Rhode Island
Firehousedecals.com, Ohio

First Responder Systems & Technology, LLC, Louisiana
Hook Up Productions, Inc., Colorado

Lancaster County Firemen’s Association, Pennsylvania
Paratech, lllinois

PGFD IAFF Local 1619 Golf Tournament, MD
Plamondon Enterprises, Inc.

St. Louis Fire Department St. Florian Society, Missouri
Aerial Firefighting Industry Association, Virginia
The Allegheny Marketing Group, Pennsylvania
American Forest & Paper Association

Stephen P. Austin

Bells International, Texas

Customers of Bob’s Clam Hut, Maine

James J. Boyle

C&L Stable, LLC, Maryland

Campbell County Firefighters, Pennsylvania
Celanese Advanced Materials, Inc., North Carolina
Clay Township Firefighters, Indiana

Dillon’s Bus Service, Inc.

Dynamic Animation Systems, Inc., Virginia
Emergency One, Inc.

Firemen’s Association of Pennsylvania

Fred Endrikat

Engine 8 and Ladder 2, FDNY

FIRE-DEX, INC., Ohio

Firefighters’ Local 416, Indiana

Glenn A. Gaines

Guest Services, Inc., Maryland

Elsie and Henry Hillman

International Association of Arson Investigators
Jahnke & Sons Construction, Inc.

June’s Outback Pub, Connecticut

Layton Fire Fighters Association, Utah

Lighthouse Uniform

Martin’s Caterers, Maryland

Metro Fire Inc., Massachusetts

Missouri Valley Association of Fire Chiefs

National Fire and Rescue Magazine

National SAFE KIDS Campaign

Oak Street Mortgage, Indiana

Ohio Fire Chiefs Association

Omni Corporation

Oregon Volunteer Firefighters Association

Pierce Manufacturing

Plymovent Corporation, New Jersey

Radnor Fire Company, Pennsylvania

Family of fallen firefighter Matthew L. Ryan, New York-2001
John F. Scarff

Scott Health & Safety - Tyco/SimplexGrinnell
Sharon Sacks Productions, Inc., California

South Florida Stangs

Strickland Fire Protection Inc., Maryland

Texas Engineering Extension Service

Ultimate Gourmet, New Jersey

Universal Systems & Technology, Inc., Virginia
Virginia Society of Fire Service Instructors

W.S. Darley & Co.

Warren Lodge No. 51, Maryland

Washington County Volunteer Fire & Rescue Association of MD, Inc.
West Grove Fire Company, Pennsylvania

X-treme Dirt Cars, North Carolina

Mark T. Youngs
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National Fallen Firefighters Foundation
P.O. Drawer 498
Emmitsburg, Maryland 21727
Phone: (301) 447-1365
Fax: (301) 447-1645
e-Mail: firehero@firehero.org

Website: www.firehero.org




