DIED AT HIS POST

—_—

PINLAYSON . MEUTS A
SHOCKING DLIATLL

PIREWAYN
nwosT

Irightfal A

ster  'Tro NStreet ne

While Crossingr N r Steces

1od s Weeelied, IKilling Finlay -

son and Severely Injuring ‘Three
Other Pireinen.

“*Died at his post of auty.”
This i+ he jnseviption that may  he
placed an the taldet that marks the T

1eatingg place of Grave Fireman Arcisthald
who was crushed to death vos-
ul lathke

Finlayson,
terday marning at the corner
avenue and Superior streeg t
Detwern o sireet ear and orack
ihe Flre depiriment.

The acelilent wius one 6f the mast 2wl
that bas visited Duluth for yea
Finlaysen's  body  lies,  mangled
Lraised, at the morgue of hiryha &
sweis, and the injured are:

Arthur Twaddle of W) Twentv-seeond
Ay nue west, broken hip and badly Lraised
abows the head and shoulders: nuw at St
Lake's hospitall

Dan Cameron of 10 Last Paurth
. lirutonant of the truck, ankle bad-
s erushed; now at his nome.

Charles Warren of 7 Bast Fourth street
wiist Juohen and head Gruised: row at
Js home,

The only ather man on the trick at fhe
tinye of the accident was Second Truck-
man IHerman 7. Wendlamd. 1fe was on
Lite s0de next to the car, amd wis thrown
comalelely over the apparatus to the side-
wilk a0 the other side. e was Dadly
brilsed abous cho hip and thigh, but was
able to retarn to Jduty.

The accident accurred about 10:15 in the
morning. The truck was responding to
a il alarm for a chimney fire in a bulx-
ing house at the eorner of Take avenus
and Mapse street. The machine left No. 1
Tl in fine shape, the truck leading, with
the engine close behind. Driver Warren
was on the seat, and lLieut. Cameron w.
with him. On the loft step were Finlay-
son and Twaddle, while on the right step
was Truckmun Wendlamd. The truek
went toward lake avenue with the tear
on the jump, and turned down the hill
The car, No. 7 of the Interstate line. was
zoing eust, in charge of Moxerman J. G.
Brimlos and Conductor .\, P Kenvon.

There were two passengers in the ear
at the time. Mrs. Angus of the St Laouss
hotel and Mrs. Bly of 25 West Fifth
dirvetl.

As  the truck

ine

anproached  Superios
street, moing full tilt, the car started
slowly over the switeh woward the east
end. The car was going very slhhwly—pee-
ple on the street say so. and the firemen
almit ft—and that alone prevented a far
more disasirous accldent. But the car was
maving, aml persons that were on the
spot say the motorman was looking down
Lake avenue across the viadudl.

The men on the truck saw the car. buu
#* was Impossible ™ stop that ponderous
whicle in its swift course. llaads were
waval at the nmotorman, and some  say
they shoutad a¢ him. but the wimlows n
the vestihule ends were clesed. as the
morning had been damp aml cokl

The truck dashed along, and aimast
cleared the front of the car. Tt it was
just a seaon:l too late to prevent the ¢wo
hilies coming together. One of the rear
wheels »f the truek rode up over the fea-
Jder of the car and twisted the drawtar
as if it were nothing but a slender twig
of willow.

After this shock the bodv of the truck
slned round amd  crashed inte A
telgranpit  pole on the east cor-
ner of lake avenue. The impact of
¢hat framework of heavy irom loaded
Jown with 2w feet of ladider, was some-
thing tremendous. and one of the spokes
of the rear wheel was Jdriven three inches
into” the wole. The sluing of the truck
smashedd the rim of the wheel in an in-
stant, mind ihe hub was stripped of its
spokes in the twinkling of an eye.

When the erash came, TFinlayson wax
between the truck and the telegraph pole.
11z body was lurched against the pole
and thrown back upder the truek, whers
it lay metionless, pinned to dhe grotnd,

Truckman Twaddle was hutled to the
sutter and pinned to the ground by one
of the forward wheels. The other men

were tossed vielently to the sidewalk.
™inlayson and Twaddle were both un-
conselous, Lut 2 hundred hunds were
siretchedt ont to their assistance. Tt tiok
\ ) men to lift ¢he truck frony ‘the two un-
 fortunate men. aml they were liid gen-
tly on the sidewalk. A slight flutier of
the heart wus the only Yisible sign of
Jife in Finliyson's BHody, aml Dr. Walker,
who was «n eye witness to the horrible
affuir, shook his head ominousiy. An am-
bulance was quickly cailed, aml the In-
jured man was taken to St. Luke's hos-
pital, where he diesl within an hour. An
examination of his body showed that his
skull was feacturesl, his left arm and
Jight leg broken. and his hips crushed by
the terrible weight of the truck as he lay
beneath the rear wheels. The bady was
immediately removed «¢o the morgue.

Mr. Twaddle was taken to Scoti’s drug
store. where it was found that his bip was
broken. Ile was taken to St. Luke's hos-
pital also, where he is now resting as
camfortably as could Ge expected under
the circumstances.

The other men that were injured were
able to take care of themselves. Driver
Warren, Lesides a brokn arm, had a haa
cut over his eye, and with the Dblond
streaming from the wound he presented a
sorry looking spectacle. Dr. Graham at-
tended him. Cameron and Twaddle were
attended by Dr. Walker.

Truckman. Wendland of the it fated
truck, who was lucky enough to escape
with only a few brulses. said that when
the machine was opposite the Tremont
house bn Lake avenue he first saw the
car, slowly pushing arross the fout of tne
street.  Said he: 1 knew in an instan:
that something was going to happen, and
when I saw that the driver was going to

tura to the lefy ta iry
ruepde up my mind that T would have ta
ok ol precty soarply for myself. You
I was on the same side of the uc
ay the mr, and | v fradd taal in a col-
an I would get All
this was done so quickly that before 1 had
2 chanee handly to decide what to do we
ware onto the car aml going so fast dhat
t was afrald 1 woukl {1} under the wheels
wf the car. 8o | remalined where | owas

e,

the worst of it,

fur an inoant. Then 1 saw that a collls=-
i was inevitable, aml te avobl being
crished between the ear and the truck
1 threw my=elf on lop of the lLidders. t
clung thure until the truck struek the tel-
egraph pale, wd then 1 wias ghrown to
the ground, geoing entirely over the ap-
marmius.”

Mr. Weralland alse said thmt when the
truck was rushing down Lake avenue he
sarv 1wo mien in the street wuve thelr
hamnds to the metorman, anl that just
tiefore the erash he eard a man shout to
the motonpan. 1t seemed to me”” he
adidend,

“that the motormun was looKing
douwn Lake avenue and did nel see us or
the mien waving their hamis.”™ Mr. Wend-
land said that the car was not moving
very fast.

‘he truck aflter the collsion with the
telegraph pole was a mass of wreckage.
The reuar wheels were smashal. and the
iron flamework was bent amd twisted in
many shapes, The force of the wnliison
threw both horses to the ground, but nel-
iher was hurt Leyomd a few scratches.
The truck weighed 4500 poumls.

\When seen at his office yesterday after-
moon, Manager Warren of the st~ rail-
way sakl that Motorman 'riains had
Leen in the employ of the compuny for
several months pasi, and had n2ver Helrre
had the slightest accident, thar he was
considercd a careful and capable moicr-
man. and that in this case he exercisel
all ¢he care that coulll be expe~ted of any
man. Conmtinuing, Mr. \Warren said: At
this point the ear rwst necessarily have
beenr going at a very slow spe~l, ard
when ...e truck passed in front of it waes
nearly if not quite at a standstill. Whils
I regret the deplorable nccident as nateh
as it is possDle for anyone to Jda, T ¢
neet help thinking that it is fortuu
the car stopped when it did, as i it nm
wone a fow feet farther it womdd lave
been struck fairly Ly the truck, ant the
passengers and operatives would proba-
Iy have Deen all killed or severely n-
jured.

“Any suggestion that the motorman
would take amy unnecessary chancas of
such a collision is not worthy of cinsid-
emation, as he himself was in the most
mevilous position.

“Phis corner is a particularly perilou=
ane to street cars and other velilcles, as
well as pedestrinns an Superinr street.
when fire apparatus is Jdriven down this
avenue, for the reason that there is such
an uoffsec in the aventie thit one going
must reach the center line of Lake
ue south before Leing able to see
:f the buildings up Lake avente north.
“If anyone desires an explanwivn of

e

the acechdent, ey need only to igok down
Lake avenue from IPirs street amd see
the steep grade of the street. which ap-
pears to run directly into the music store
on the corner, where the truck struck the
pole and overturned. and then imagine a
heavy hook and ladder truck driven down
this steep incline at w1t « speed as to
make i Impossible for tae ‘lrivar t koep
control of his team. One lsoking danwa
the avenue from this poiat will at on ¢
realize the great diffieniiy of sarcessfally
turn'ng euch o heavy truck iaty lale
avenue south under such circumstances.
{ Delieve the accident would have oc-
curred just the same had there been no
street ear near. \While the street railway

officials. In common with all others, decep-

Iy regret the sad affair, they cuannot see
how the motorman in the car which hap-
pened to be near the path of the truck can
be held in any Jdegree responsible for it.”

Coroner Lklund immediately impanelled
a jury, and the scene of the disaster was
thoroughly inspected. The coroner se-
lected] for the jury It. C. Rtay, C. W. Cate,
Anton Gronseth, C. A. Johnson, dwarg
Downie and William DBurgess. An inquest
will be hell at 2 o'clock this afternvon at
the office of Bayha & Tibbetts, and the
responsibility for the accident will be
fixedl. *

Finlayson, ‘the Jdead fireman, had been
a member of the fire department since
Dec. 1. 1894, when he was made third pipe-
man of hose No. 3. In July o1 1595 he was
promoted to wagon maker for the de-
partment, which position he had sincs
held. 1lis headquarters were at No. 1
hall, and he always made the run with
No. 3 truck. He was well likad Oy his
associates, and was one of the most faith-
ful men in the department. Mr. Finlay-
son leaves a wife and three children.

Both the motorman and conductor were
taken off the car when it reached the
power station. They were both muca af-

. fected by the accident.

o clear the car 1




