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NATIONAL FALLEN FIREFIGHTERS MEMORIAL WEEKEND  
HONORS FALLEN FIRE HEROES 

148 Fallen Firefighters to be honored at National Memorial Sunday, October 9 
 

EMMITSBURG, MARYLAND – Fire Hero Families, from Alaska to the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
will attend the 41st Annual National Fallen Firefighters Foundation (NFFF) Memorial 
Weekend in Emmitsburg, MD, October 8-9, 2022.  
 
This national tribute honors the 148 firefighters who died in the line of duty in 2021 and several 
who died in previous years. Each firefighter's name will be inscribed on a bronze plaque and 
become a permanent part of the National Memorial in honor of their sacrifices. The honorees 
will include Colorado firefighters:  
  
Technician Jeffrey J. Billingsley, age 42, of the Denver Fire Department, died on September 20, 
2021 Jeffrey Billingsley died due to an aortic dissection while on duty, after responding to an 
emergency medical call. To read more about Technician Billingsley, please visit 
https://www.firehero.org/fallen-firefighter/jeffrey-j-billingsley/. 
 
Captain Christopher D. Carneal, age 47 of the Fort Carson Fire and Emergency Services, 
passed away on November 30, 2021, due to complications of cancer determined by the U.S. 
Department of Labor and Department of the Army to be in the line of duty. To read more about 
Captain Carneal, please visit https://www.firehero.org/fallen-firefighter/christopher-d-carneal/. 
 
Lieutenant Darold E. “Bud” Hills, age 74, of the Aurora Fire Rescue, passed away on 
November 13, 2021, due to complications of cancer, deemed by the State of Colorado to be in 
the line of duty. To read more about Lieutenant Hills, please visit 
https://www.firehero.org/fallen-firefighter/darold-e-bud-hills/. 
 
Air Tanker Pilot Marc T. Olson, age 59, of the Colorado Fire Aviation, died on November 16, 
2021, after the plane he was piloting crashed while helping to fight the Kruger Rock Fire in 
Colorado. To read more about Air Tanker Pilot Olson, please visit 
https://www.firehero.org/fallen-firefighter/marc-t-olson/. 
 
Volunteer Fire Chief Chester M. Riley, age 56, of the Nucla Naturita Fire Protection District, 
died on March 20, 2021 Chester Riley after suffering a heart attack while at the scene of a motor 
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vehicle accident. To read more about Volunteer Fire Chief Riley, please visit 
https://www.firehero.org/fallen-firefighter/chester-m-riley/. 
 
Captain Darcy S. Stallings, age 34, of the Yuma Volunteer Fire Department, died on October 
21, 2021, due to injuries sustained while he was responding to a residential fire call when he was 
involved in a rear-end crash with a tractor trailer. To read more about Captain Stallings, please 
visit https://www.firehero.org/fallen-firefighter/darcy-steven-stallings/. 
 
Volunteer Firefighter Larry Gene Wyant, age 67, of the Joes Volunteer Fire Department, died 
on October 26, 2021 Larry Wyant was driving to the funeral of Captain Darcy Stallings (Yuma 
Volunteer Fire Department, 10/21/2021) when a call came in for a combine that sparked a fire in 
a cornfield. Wind speeds were high and the wind direction changed as they worked to stop the 
fire. He was overtaken by the fire as he attempted to get a hose line stretched. To read more 
about Volunteer Firefighter Wyant, please visit https://www.firehero.org/fallen-firefighter/larry-
g-wyant/.  
 
See the list of fallen firefighters being honored here: 2022 Roll of Honor.  
 
The NFFF recognizes family members and fellow firefighters as survivors, offering support to 
both. The weekend is a time for sharing, healing, and commemorating each firefighter's 
commitment to public duty.  
 
On Saturday, October 8, the families of America's fallen firefighters will gather for an emotional 
Candlelight Service. As part of the ceremony, returning survivors share the light from the 
Remembrance Candle, a symbol of the hope and enduring friendship shared by all who have lost 
a firefighter.  
 
St. Louis Fire Captain Garon Mosby will emcee the service. His dedication to public service 
encompasses a career spanning 30 years, including 25 years with the St. Louis Fire Department 
and five years with the St. Louis Police Department. He is currently the Public Information 
Officer for SLFD.  
 
Sunday morning, October 9, Fire Hero Families participate in the National Fallen Firefighters 
Memorial Service, where the nation expresses its gratitude for the service of their loved one. 
The. NFFF presents each family with an American flag flown over the National Fallen 
Firefighters Memorial and the U.S. Capitol, a badge, and a rose.  
 
Emmy Award-winning journalist Michelle Sigona will emcee the Sunday Memorial Service. 
Her work includes CBS News, 48 Hours, America's Most Wanted, and currently Wanted airing 
on A&E. For more than 20 years, Michelle has served her community as a volunteer firefighter. 
 
SCHEDULE: 
Saturday, October 8, 2022 
Candlelight Service  
Time: 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM (ET)  
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Sunday, October 9, 2022 
National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service 
Time: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM (ET) 
Location: National Fire Academy Campus, 16835 S. Seton Avenue, Emmitsburg, MD 
* Media must contact Sheila Jaskot or Donna Clark in advance to access the National Fire 
Academy Campus.   
 
Parking for the public will be at the Mount Saint Mary’s PNC Sports Complex, 16300 Old 
Emmitsburg Road, Emmitsburg, MD.  
 
Viewers can watch live feeds from both services on the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation 
webpage at firehero.org. 
 
Two additional events occur in communities across the nation. From October 2-9, districts can 
participate in the national remembrance by lighting homes and landmarks in "RED." Fire 
departments, businesses, families, and others Light the Night for Fallen Firefighters leading up 
to the National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service on Sunday.  
 
To conclude the weekend, bells will ring from coast to coast as a grateful nation pauses on 
Sunday for Bells Across America for Fallen Firefighters. For more information on both 
events, visit firehero.org.  
 
For more information, including video, photos, and media inquiries:  
Contact: Sheila Jaskot Sheila@lauraevansmedia.com 301-404-0257 
Contact: Donna Clark dclark@firehero.org 240-723-0615 
 
About the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation 
 
Congress created the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation to lead a nationwide effort to honor 
America's fallen firefighters. Since 1992, the non-profit Foundation has developed and expanded 
programs that fulfill that mandate. Our mission is to honor America's fallen fire heroes; support 
their families, colleagues, and organizations; and work to reduce preventable firefighter death 
and injury.  
 
About the Memorial 
 
The National Fallen Firefighters Memorial was built approximately 90 minutes from 
Washington, D.C., in 1981. It is a striking stone monument encircled by plaques listing the 
names of fire service members who have died in the line of duty since then. The NFFF has 
initiated Project Roll Call to identify and honor firefighters who died in the line of duty before 
1981. The Foundation honors these firefighters on its website and the Walk of Honor® in the 
National Memorial Park in Emmitsburg, Maryland. 
 
Social Media: #FireHero, #nffflightthenight2022, #bellsforfirefighters2022 
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