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74 Hurt, Blast
ESJ raps Scores

Tha death toll of the fire at Our Lady of The Angels

ial grammar school was fixed at 75 by Msgr. Wil-

r\lum. superintendent of Catholic schools, He
the scene from his office in the Loop.

EDITI

Twenty-five children and one nun were

reported killed in a flash fire that swept Our

Lady of the Angels grammar school at 3808

| Towa st.

| At least 74 children were burned.or in-

| jured. The fire followed a mysterious explosion.
Firemen said the blast shook the school
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Widow Named
in Slay Plot
Collapses

A fall from a chair and a
cry that she had “broken my
leg!" did not save Mrs. Mary
Salsl, 33, from appearing yes-
terday at a preliminary mur-

der hearing.
Mrs. Saisi, of 530 N. St.
Louls av., is accused of con-

spiring with her boy friend,
Richard Lansing, 23,'in Lans-
ing’s confessed slaying of her
husband. Peter, 30,

Mrs. Saisi, mother of three,
fell from the chair inexplica-
bly in an anteroom of Fel-
ony Court. When she com-
plained she had been injured,
a doctor was called
APPEARS SEPARATELY

He found nothing wrong
But because of the incident.
she did not appear at the
same time as Lansing on

the police murder charge.

lowa Boy's
'Holy Cow'
“Advances

Nine sleek, handsome steers
are competing today for
beetdom's loftiest distinc-
tions lll the xﬂss lmrm.monal
Live Stock position.

Thr disnncuom “Best of
" and “grand cham-
pmn titles.

The entry of a 17-year-old
Towa farmboy with a broken
ankle is a leading contender
for one of the thre¢ “best of
breed” awards and, possibly,
the grand champlonship.

10WA YOUNGSTER

The animal is Holy Cow, a
shiny black Aberdeen Angus
senior calf that won the jun-
jor grand championship ~for
his owner. Charles (Chuck)
Wood Jr. of Spencer, la., Sat-
urday.

Holy Cow, a 950-pounder,
beat out all competition in the
)unlnr livestock feeding con-

'st. a contest limited to ani-
mah raised by youngsters
under 21

Yesterday Holy Cow con-
tinued his victory splurge by
being named best of all senior

__'and other buildings in the block.
The blast and fire occurred at 2:42 p. m., a short time
bt'fon' school closing time.
ra"tlc a The school has two stories and a basement—all used
Il !Ol’ classes. A e
The principal, Sister Mary, apRaratus to the scene from
. | St. Florence, was unaccounted | all sections of the city.
: Mar, f The  neighborhood of the
e s "e | First of the dead to be| Catholic parochial school is
| identified were Sister Mary| hcmﬂy populated,
‘Clarc Therese, teacher of the| bl The fire kse‘:l:dgg ﬁ’d'ﬁ
| 1itth grade in Room 212, and | black smoke ket
\“” aretKucan) 8, . pupik| |the neighborhood. Smoke
¥ q | could be seen a mile away.
;The child is believed to live| Gary Wassinger, 7, a pupil,
in the 3800 block of Chicago said he saw smoke seeping
avenue. |under his classroom door on
| BY HAL BRUNO The fire broke out on the ! the second floor at 2:30 p.m.
second flooy of the school. This was shon;y before
Theresa Gorski, 10, of 935 Ambulances sped the burned | classes were to be dismissed.
N. Avers av, a survivor of and injured to hospitals all 3G
today's tragic fire in Our'umund lht}'luadm o ."“G'I'i‘,.‘y"\"ls STORY
Lady of the Angels school, | 4, FOur en: reportedy “About 10 secondg later
> |died after being taken to St.
3308 W. Iowa st., said | Anne's Hospital. In all, 40| the gong rang. We all
“The first bell rang. We | children were admitted there. "ﬁ‘""'ﬂ"}u‘:ﬂr"ﬁd we knew
all stood up for a fire drill. | The flash fire trappped| TGS npeued u,,d,o,
“The sisters took us out- |3y of the children. | and everybody ra
| side the building and then |JUMP FROM \\l\no“\h | couple of bo?n fellt wl:ill:
took us into the church and | Some were said to have We were running out an
| Jumpcd from the second-| lloor lhlnk they broke their le;
told us fo pray. indows. “My buddy, Michael rf"
‘We prayed and one of “Other children were led out | comino — he's 15—
the altar boys sald the fire |safely. the class room with me. H
had started in the boller.” | Fire Commissioner Quinn said he hmd » Tot of km-

said firemen spotted the un-| screamin, rying
RACE TO BUILDING consclous  forrhs o( children )elllnx lur thelr brothers
Theresa fingered a msﬂryl

on the m:ondk ;
as she talked in the grocery! It was not nown Immed y
store .of .Mrs. .Barbara) ately whether these children DALEY AT SCENE
Glowacki. 919 Avers av., were dead or overcome. |  Father Gorman said the
|children carried out on

Judge Daly continued the calf Angus steers in the show

cue to 11 and denied — including those raised bv
veteran cattlemen. “Senijor
\rnhrr Lansing. of 1309 calves” are those ™ be-

nor Mrs. Saisi tween Sept
1957

av., 1 and Dec. 31,

rpoke dunng the brief court
appearances.

'lBuslv Lansing. who
confessed and named Mrs.
Saisi as the instigator of the
double indemnity insurance
slaying, said:

“I feel better mow It's
over. I expect to go to the
electric chair.

Mrs. Saisi clung
story that she knew Lansing
intended to rob her husband
in a holdup but that she neve:
suggested the killing.

At the lime of the 1la)m’::.
atl
hlsemenl o! “the Saisi hump
Mrs. Saisi's appearance in
role of a grief-stricken Mdo
brought sympathy from po-
licemen and neighbors.
FREQUENTED, SALOONS

lice ordered an in-
tensive investigation, includ-
ing a thorough check of her | %

to her !

lis considered

2 OTHER WIN S

Today Holy Cow still has
to compete against two slight-
ly older Angus steers—win-
ners of their respective age
categories in the open dm-
(lnn~{nr best of breed

Thvrr ho will mmpolr'

against the “best of

Mn ers in the Hnrrrm'd and
orthorn competitions. ‘Ac-
y, all nine first place win-
rs (the best of each o! lhl‘

tuall

cc
“grand champion,”
bul since the tun(- judges run

both the “best of breed" and
“grand champlnn contests, it
unlikely that
any animal but a breed champ

will be chosen grand champ.

background, in spite of the| g
|MORE CONTENDERS

fact that 5,000 ci with |
composite drawings of the

yers she had described
were dmribuled by the police |

g%e lnqulry disclosed that
Mrs, had spent much

| place
‘cnezorles within

Other contenders for best |
of breed honors (all first
winners in their age|
their |

Aberdeen Angus—Gary |

in uvcrm frequently |Continued on Page 3, Col. 3..

\\1lh a v.l\)-haln:d man about
Continued on Page 4, Col. 1.

Sen. Humphrey

Sees Khrushchev

MOSCOW, Dec. 1 (AP)—
Sen. Humphrey
along mc(-nni’

had today with
Soviet Premier Kl
‘.

rushchev,

(D-Minn.) |

20 S-iOPPlNG DAYS
O CHRISTMAS

| Brocato, 11, of 751 N. Spring- | of today’s tragic school fire

(Chicags American phota)

A GREAT thrill for Charles Woods, 17, of Spencer, Ia., second only to

winning a blue ribbon at International Live Stock Show with his 950-pound

\nzlln, Holy Cross, was having the cast on his Broken leg autographed by U. S.

h rilrl;u:l': Iﬁfrrﬁ.lry Ezra Benson. Charles brought his entry ln show despite
is inju es.

Saw Boiler

Explode, 6th Everyone Juumg,
; Grader Reports Boy, Girl Say

A story of the outbreak of
the tragic fire in Our Lady of | 5y,
The Angels
by a 6th grade pupil, Joseph  Lalation,

Mary Brock, 10, of 906 N.
ers av., a fifth grade stu-

Church, was told | dent who ‘suffered smoke in-1

related this smr).

The girl continued:

“I was carried down a
ladder by a fireman.

“I ran home and I thought
| my brothers, Gerald, 9. who
is in the fourth grade, and
Dennis, 7, who is in the
second grade, were still in
the building.”

Unknown to Mary, the boys|
were among those who h:d
escaped unharmed and ran|

“I heard someone say:

| ield av.
I smell

He said he and a school-
mate were going down to the
boiler-room to empty some
wnsmbnskcw As they were

rt-way down, the boy said, |
lhey heard nn (xplosion and
saw “a lot o

‘I~ smell smoke,
smoke.”
“Just then Sister Mary
n ’nltn—\a told us:
windows.
Shnd on (hr ~HIA and wait
for the firemen."
‘boy relat “Someone opened the door
“We ran back upstairs, | and smoke just filled the  home.
and the sisters told us to | room. | The girl was taken to St.|
o into the church. Wedid. | -“Many of the pupils in |Ann's Hospital for treatment
There were lots of other | my second-floor room |of smoke inhalation
kids there. Finally we were l began jumping out the win- | Another Tourth-grader, Car-
told to go home.” los Lozano, 10, of 1043 N,
Joseph's father, Anxhony | n Christiana av., who suffered
said his son suffered no burns, | ground were trying to ﬂlch a leg injury when he jumped
|but was in such a s(atc of | some of the children. from the second floor, said:
shock that he was taken to| believe some of those on ‘l n to the window
St. Elizabeth’s Hospital for| the ground were older bo)s |
treatment, | in our school.” x

"Some people o1 he

meone  yelle
-moke :nd 1 jumped.

where the girl was sheltered
temporarily. !

believed were trapped on
the seco

nd_flop:

i D:mlo] Grimaidi, 32 of 852
Hamlin av., said he was,

‘nxummx from a barber shop

when he saw 1hc children m

]inz out for a fire drill,

| SAW FLAMES '

He related:

“I saw flames leaping
from the second floor.

“I saw that the school
| was on fire and I knew my
| kids were in there. I have
{ h\o of them.

b | into the building
| and up to the second floor.
“It was full of smoke.
“I could hardly breathe.
1 was yelling for my kids.
grabbed some other
| kids and led them down the
stalrs,
“Then I ran out in the
| street an around the other
side. ;
“They were jnmp n( out
the windows.

A frantic father raced Hg‘ pital.
through the burning building| W
rescuing other children while| Garfield Park Hospital took
v-archmz for his own whom ' in nine children,

Flltu‘n children were
aken to Franklin Boulevard
There were 10 at
Ither Memorial Hospital.

15 BODIES IN MORGUE
Bodies of 15 victims were
taken to the County Morgue.
Frantic parents converged
| on the school and the hospitals
|as soon as they learned of the
dt<a<ler.
| Flmmen and spectators had
uiet many of them,
ather Gorman, Fire De-
|partment chaplain, said 25 to
130 pupils were carried out of
{the burning building on
| stretchers.
A 5-11 alarm brought fire

stretchers appeared to be dead
“or near dead.”

Learning of the magnitude
of the disaster, Mayor Daley
sped to the school.

He joined Cnmmlsslonrr
| Quinn at the sces

Some n‘<|d¢'nls of the
neighborhood, as well as chil-
dren who got out unharmed,
said they saw boys and girls
leaping from the windows of
the second floor.

CLOTHES AFIRE

A witness said:

“In most cases their
clothing was burning.

“It was a horrxble thing.
They screamed as they
Jumped.”

|
\

U. S. Official W

Today s Weather Repor+

c.nher Forecast

CHICAGO AND VICINITY—Partly cloudy, high in
20s. Variable southeasterly winds.

TODAY'S INDEX

ladder to help a ldd. A llt- l..u.“" 20 Pict [)
tle girl jumped from the s 18-18 mm 12:14
second floor. I leaned out \mumh. Radlo  14-18/
and my body broke her fall. | Features 10-11 Vhlllll‘ Grlde 20|
She hit me with so much |Financial 1-17,20 Women's !

| 1um it knocked off my |Obfwaries 20 Features n‘
= I roe ca o Apericon, 126 W, Medisen|

HELPED AT “'l\DO“
He continued

“1 helped some other kids |

| NDON SHIP! [

| out of the window and down
the ladder.
“Then 1 ran around Into
the church.”

When Grimaldi reached the
church, he said he was told|
his two children, Frank 11,
and Mary Ann, 8. were safe.

)n

and

Turn to

ILLENOIS — Parily
cloudy, cold. High 26-32

| nur(h SO—IO sc uth.

INDIAN Partly
clou d ¥, cold Hl.h 20s
north, south.

10 W A—Partly cloudy,
warmer north, central, High
30 northeast, 45 south
LOW ER MICHIGAN—
P:rlly cloudy, cold. High

\H:(Y)’\SL\ — Clous

dy,
cold. Snow north. High
15-28.
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Fear-Numbed
Parents Await
Awful News

BY HAL BRUNO

loudspesker announced |
lh.ll parents seeking missing
children should report to the |
Austin District Muv Station.
The only other sounds were
the pumping of engines and
scraping of shovels as firemen
dug into the ruins of Our
Lady of the Angels school.
nds stood in silence

and police squadrols on Au-r-
averiue

This the grim -«ml
lrnund the burned school Jast |
nk

STEVEN

Boy Who Jumpe
T Tells of Tragedy

There was no hylltrll m\l) A boy who jumped out of a second floor window lived
quiet ing and "’““"‘“‘ to tell about it
E,‘,;"',',",':!,f;',f"“.ﬁ":;"": T He ix Frank Gallo, Jr., 10, of 3147 Augusta bivd. a fifth
comfort rents who were &rade pupll in Our Lady of the Angels School.
dumb with fear. From his bed in St. Anne’s

Some u‘l)l:‘rd l;:’nundr l:: Hospital, Frank told how his
corner to r ly of h
Angels Rectory, where Red | class was studying geography
Cross volunteers were compil- | He and the other 45 or so
ing a list of children who were pupils were reading about the

Mhn- and fathers zlnd
at the floodlit scene—s
brick, U.-shaped building, uuh
fire ladders leaning against
wlndnavn of the blackened sec-
on

MANY BURIED

Many Khew that their own
boys and girls were burkd

When he hit the ground
(“hard dirt with stones on
top”) he said:

“I felt like my back was

In hospitals. Middle Atlantic states, Frank broken. I crawled along »
SENT TO STATION recalled. He said : while and then l?l up. A
Other parents were told 1o “A Kid in my room lot of them couldn't get up.

fn to the police station. A Jjumped up out of his seat “1 walked into & store—

ather said: d hollered, ‘smoke.’ And | ® little one ncross the alley
“I've already been there, from schéol.
and they don't know aboui | 'MOke started coming | from ariad el s

through the eracks in the
joor. E
“Our nun was writing on

my kid. I'd better drive w
the morgue.”

Hundreds filed into the
smoke-filled church. coughing | the blackboard. She told
as they knelt to pray us to open the windows snd

x . start praying.
SEEK BODIES “Then everybody started
h:n-m':- |]h, north wing of ' ryppin’' teward the win-
the school firemen carefully K 't
poked shovels and pike poles | Lor, ouse they couldn

. § hy
Into the debris, seeking bodles. | cem ahorr g fun) Just

mother and tell her to
come and help us and
| bring A car.”
NO ONE THERE |
The proprietor of the store, |
however, wasn't there, having |
been attracted by the com-|
motion across the street. |
Frank went back outside.

Small coats and Jackels| cymber. He said
Nmi on racks in a first floor “Fire trucks were coming |
cloakroom. The first floor was 5 BOYS JUMPED ...1 everythin

who |

untouched by flames. but the  Frank said fiveboys jumped ot st =

wmm floor was destroyed oyt the window, then he ble 1n|rrnn| injuries .nJ"” -

L for one room in the  haisted himself onto the sill, sible fractures, doesn't know |

orthest corer. sat down and lid off, just it but the nun of whom he|

,m'r,’:;,f‘f"‘!r‘h’},‘"‘)" ;’ﬂ'"“z ";;“'h- if he were easing himself {spoke. Sister Mary Clare
sgraphy ) ‘

books were opened on. desks | "\C * *Wimming poo Therese, is dead i

to the lesson of the
Cerebral Palsy Manufacturers

day
mdumnn dmnllom u:rr
on the w |

Record Gains i
WASHINGTON, Dec. 2

Hopeless
(UPI) — The Commerce De.
Baf"e Told partment says mln:iuhclur!r‘

\Parley Thursday

United Cerebral Palsy of
Chicago will sponsor a meet-
ing at 8 p. m. Thursday in the

y(‘ryslul Room of the Palmer

o professional workers in-

Inmms in cerebral palsy and
| elated problems are inyited

October. |
October sales rose $400.-

porter, 1 Bruno, was me“,,, <y sonal increases. |
aperman to reach = !

firemen sought tb.chop their

000000 and new orders|
the Our Lady of
way in. He said W

scored better than usual gains |
he subject will be the “Psy- | jumped $800,000,000 over Sep-
e entire second floor I

in sales and new orders in
A CHWAGO AMERICAN re- rhnlnmrllA-p«(an‘pnhul tember. both better than sea- |
Vanity Nylons

the scene
the Angels\ fire. He arrived

with fire
ing to the

Bruno rllmbed to the roof
of the school's south wing as

pnnm respond-

flames rolling from every
window and through the

roof.

“Mothers mn up and
down the street, crying and
shouting for their children
as the firemen pulled hoses
through the crowd. Sirens
were aounding in all direc-
tions.

“Firemen on ladders were
sttempting to fight their
way into the bullding. One
straddied » window sill and
tried to get into a room
where the children were
trapped, but he was driven
hack by flames shooting
over his head.

“I sar; another fireman
wrestling with s charged
hose line at the top of a |
Iadder. He was trying to
put up = curtain of water
so he could elimb in the
window. He disappeared in
the smoke.

“A company actually was
In one corner of the second
floor. They were taking a
terrible beating, but they |
wouldn't come out. .
men took turns hanging
from the -vindow to gulp
fresh air, then they would
throw themselyes back Into 2.
the smoke and flame.

“But it was no use. The
bullding was an inferno
when the firemen arrived
and no one could live in

seams...

GIFT WRAPPED FREE! >.\

“Vanity" dress sheer nylon, with u-zms,
28lshadesi. o o8 815

“Illusion™ dress aheer, no scams, nude
heel s o e . 81.15

—

Men's /$ Plom b o

there.

“Those firemen knew the
children were trapped, and
they couldn’t bear to look
at the Mple running in
the stree!

STRET.C.H
sox

- Neumade Hosiery Shops

LW, Madies B 20 Last A
228 Warthantins Mart
W Mearse b

03 W, e Ave

59¢
2 for 3118

faney patterne

Friendly Meeting

TOKYO, Dec. 2 (AP)—Em-
peror Hirohito of Japan
called on visiting President
Garcia of the Philippines to-
d Their third meeting in

41 W, Boves A 22 € T m
O Ce W

2008 W, Brat Ave
HI8 8. Wasted 31
1641 Mamard 80
037 Uisests v

I N e W

Miehisas I
31 C Maseeish S Me2 Cotane Grove |

less than 24 hours under-
st »n's dezire to build
cated Japhats destretalbutll e s o i ke yaa tiio |

ialand republic. %

' 2> n

FRIEDICK, 11, lh COMFORTED BY MGI’H}‘R. STEPFATHER

Get the stories behind the news.

“The Town ‘l‘-wn, every day in The Chicago American.

order by phone: Call STate 1.2000 or Enterprice 4747 (toll-free from moct suburbs) or write us:
z *til christmas: State Street 915 1o 8:30, Evergreen 9:15 to 9:30, Edens and
Hillside 9:30 to 9:30, Woodmar 9:30 to 9

carsons is open every week night

A

"Resd Nate Gross,

|

Sgt.

fire in the school a year ago

The story about last year's fire was told to Sgt. Brown
10, a fifth grade pupil who lives at

by Theresa Gorski,

 TEACHERS LEAD
1,000 SAFELY
FROM SCHOOL

NEW YORK. Dec. 2
(UPI) Seventy - five
teachers quietly led 1,000
students to safety when
fire was discovered in the
basement of a Manhattan
high school.

Firemen had the fire
under control within 30

The Chicage American Tues., Dec. 2, 1958—F

Arson Squad to Probe
Fire in School Last Year

Drew Brown, who is in charge of Fire Attorney
Dawnes’ arson squad. is expected to start questioning offi-
cials of Our Lady of the Angels school about a mysterious

935 N. Avers av.

She said in October, 1957,
when she was in foprth grade.
there was a mysterious fire
on the first floor in the boys’
wash room on the north side
of the school

An investigation by school
officials at the time disclosed
burned paper and matches in
the boys' wash room.

Sgt. Brown said the nuns
are too distraught over the
loss of life in yesterday's fire
for questioning now in the
carlier fire.

THERESA GORSKI
Tells of horror.

minutes.

i

i A
« \uur\\ « nm.,, sas \...-u ot "y
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wool flannel coordinates
color matched, fashion
Wear

Wonderiul buy ..
matched wardrobe extenders.
them together, mix them with all vour
casuals. Fine wool flannel in black, light
blue, pink, beige or mint. Sizes 10 to 16.
Vest and skirt, both for 811

sportsicear, fourth floor, state; also
Edens, Evergreen, Hillzide, Woodmar

pure silk blouson 5
Beautiful prints, richly colored by a *
nationally advertised famous maker.
Periect for holiday festivities, wearable
vear-'round! Fimnely tailored. exquisite
fabrics, fresh staling ...a really ex-

ceptional value at this very special price.
Sizes 10 to 18.

In assorted colors

Usually 1995.. ..810.90
[ dresirs, fourth floor, state; alzo
| Exergreen, Hillnde ond Woodmar

Box AA, Chicago 90.
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AN e  VVERESs

Hogeless
Battle Told
by Writer

the scene

Bruno clim to the roof

nf the school's &puth wing as
firemen sought to, chop their
way in. He sajd:

“The entire second floor
of the north wing was in-
volved, with smoke and
flames rolling from every

AGO AMERICAN re.
1 Bruno, was_the|
first newspaperman to reach |2
the Our Lady of

window and through the |

roof

“Mothers ran up and |

down the street, crying and
shouting for their children

ns the firemen pulled hoses

through the crowd. Sirens
were sounding in all diree-
tions.

“Firemen on ladders were
attempting to fight their
way into the bullding. One
straddied 2 window sill and
tried to get into &2 room

where the children were

trapped, but he was driven
bhack by f{lames shooting
over hix head.

“l sars another fireman
wrestling with s charged
hose lins at the top of &
ladder. He was frying te
put up & curlain of water
«0 he could climb in the
window. He disappeared in
the smoke,

“A company actually was
In one corner of the second
floor. They were taking a
terrible beating, but they
wouldn't come out. The
men took turns hanging

from the -vindow to gulp

fresh air, then they would
throw themselves back into
the smoke and flame.

“But it was no use, The
building was an inferno
when the firemen arrived
and no one could live in
there.

“Those firemen knew the
children were trapped, and
they couldn't bear to look
at the people running In
the streets.”

Friendly Meeting
TOKYO, Dec. 2 (AP)—Em-

peror Hirohito of Japan:
called on visiting President

Garcia of the Philippines to-
day. Their third meeting in
less than 24 hours under-
scored Japan's dezire to build
r firm friends<hip with ths
island republic.
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Fear-Numbed
Parents Await
Awful News

BY HAL BRUNO

A announced
Ot pivenls e
St e e
Austin District Station,
!hr‘rh:unﬂn { mm

of en
scraping of as firemen
35 m;nth:h'h gels lgon?"
o n 5

‘l“m-na stood in silence
while the firemen carried tiny
bodies to & line of ambulances
and police squadrols on Avers
averiue,

This was the grim scene
sround the burned school last

night.
cmhrr: and fathers ga

boys and girls were buried
under the charred wreckage.
There was no hysteria, only
quiet sobbing and anxious ',
questions, neighbors
and relatives attempted 1o

comfort ts who were £
dumb with fear, '
Some walked around the

corner to Our Lady of 'h'if
Angels Rectory, w Red |~
Cross volunteers were compil- |
ing » list n!d:udrmwhom;v
ln‘hmpluh. | N
EENT TO STATION in
Other parents were told to/
o to the police atation, A
ather said:
“I've siready been there,
rad they don't know about
my kid. I'd 'l.:nt" drive to

the

Hundreds filed into the |
smoke-filled church, eoughing j
as they knelt to pray. '

SEEK BODIES it
Inside the north wing of |
the school firemen carefully
ed shovels and pike poles
nio the debris. seeking bodies.
Small coats and jackets |
h on racks in a first floor |
cloakroom. The first floor was &
untouched by flames, but the
second floor was destroyed | o
except for one room in the|p,
northwest corner, &1
The desks in that room were | 5,
scorched. Thirty geography in
books were opened on desky
1o the lesson of the day. |
Christmas decorations were (
on the wall -

Manalace |

1



